IF YOU LOVE ME…(Cadet Service Sermon)

Readings: Romans 13:8-14; James 2:14-26
Text: John 14:15 (Read: John 13:33-4:21)
Theme: If we love Jesus we will obey all his commandments. 
Purpose: To urge obedience to God’s commands as the true expression of love for Jesus. 


Earlier in this service we heard the cadets and calvinettes recite their “Landmarks”; they recite these at the beginning of every meeting. This morning we will focus our attention on the Cadet verse; “If you love me you will keep my commandments.” This is very familiar to the cadets and probably to most of us here.

Notice the context of this verse: Jesus said these words as he was celebrating his last Passover meal with his disciples in an upper room in Jerusalem. It was a Thursday evening. That night he would be arrested and the next day he would be crucified. After that he would be raised from the dead and 40 days later would ascend into heaven.

This was the last opportunity he had for a long conversation with them. What he said to them covers 5 chapters in this gospel (chps 13-17)!

Jesus had told them that he would be leaving them (13:33ff) and that he would prepare a place for them (14:2ff). They were very sad that he was going away. But Jesus urged them not to be sad or worried, but rather to obey all he had commanded them.
He loved them and he was about to show that love by dying on the cross (13:1). He wanted them to love him in return and to show that love by obeying his commands. “If you love me you will keep (obey) my commandments.”

In preaching on this verse we want to ask and answer three simple questions:
1. What is love?
2. What are Jesus’ commands?
3. What is obedience?

1. WHAT IS LOVE?

A lot of people think of love as a strong feeling! They think of it as a warm glow, an emotion, a sentiment. But love is much more than that.

Others think it is enough to express their love in words; “I love you.” You can say that to parents, or your children, or your husband, or your wife. But love is not just words. 

At home you may tell your parents you love them. Then your mother asks you to lay the table, but you refuse.
Or your father asks you to mow the lawn, but you do nothing.
Or they tell you to turn off the TV, but you keep watching!
You say you love them but you don’t do what they command; well then, you do not love them. If you loved them you would obey them because that’s what they want from you; not just warm feelings and nice words, but obedience.

It is the same with God. 
When we come to church we express our love for Jesus in words: we sing; “My Jesus I love thee”;
we pray, praising God for who he is.
But we also need to express our love for our Lord in actions, in obedience, in doing what God wants us to do. 

One day Jesus’ mother and brothers came to see him. He was inside the house speaking to a crowd of people. They sent someone in to call him. Jesus spoke to those around him and said; “Here are my mother and my brothers. Whoever does God’s will is my brother and sister and mother.” (Mark 3:34f)

To belong to the family of Jesus you must trust in him and obey him; you must have faith that expresses itself in works. We read that in the letter of James where he wrote, “faith without deeds is dead.” (James 2:26)  

What is love? It is not just a warm emotional feeling and it is not just words; rather it is doing what God wants us to do. In his first letter John wrote; “This is love for God: to obey his commands.” (1 John 5:3)

2. WHAT ARE HIS COMMANDS?

God’s commands can be seen very broadly as everything he has revealed to us; they cover everything we are to believe and do, doctrine and life, faith and practice.

More specifically his commands explain how we are to live, what we are to do. There are many laws in the Bible but the ones that are most well known are the Ten Commandments. These laws are clear and simple; even a young child can understand them.

Those Ten Commandments are summarised in two: In your relationship with God you are to “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: Love your neighbour as yourself.” (Matt 22:27f)

In Romans 13 Paul explained; “he who loves his fellowman has fulfilled the law…. Therefore love is the fulfilment of the law.” (Rom13:8,10)

The Calvinette verse also expresses God’s commands to us in relation to our neighbour and to God: “What does the Lord require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with you God.” (Micah 6:8)

Your Code and Pledge also explain how we are to obey and serve God in our lives. 
Your Code says, “A cadet is reverent, obedient, compassionate, consecrated, trustworthy, pure, grateful, loyal, industrious, cheerful.”
And in your Pledge you say; “Thankful to God for his gifts to me, I pledge myself to be ready to serve God, my parents, my country, my church, my neighbour and my corps.”

All these words explain what it means to keep God’s commands. 
Are you keeping God’s commands?
Are you loving the Lord your God?
Are you loving your neighbour as yourself?
Are you living out your Code?
Are you fulfilling your pledge?
It is not enough to say these words when you meet, you must live them out.

We have asked: 
What is love? 
What are God’s commands? 
In the third place we ask;

3. WHAT IS OBEDIENCE?

Obedience is to keep God’s commands, to do what he wants you to do, to obey his law, to believe in him and to live for him. I want to make a few brief applications about obedience. 

a. God wants all of us to obey him: boys and girls, men and women, old and young, married and single, students and workers, people in professions and trades. 
God wants every person in this world to believe in him and to love him by obeying his commands.
If you do not know Jesus for yourself in a personal relationship and if you are not living for him then the Lord calls you do so. Start today!

b. God wants all of us to obey all his commands – not just some of them; not just the ones we think are easy; not just the ones that suit us, or that fit in with what we are doing. 
We may not pick and choose among his commands. We must obey everything he has commanded us. 

Jesus said that to his disciples just before he ascended into heaven; “Go and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you….” (Matt 28:19-20)

c. God wants all of us to obey all his commands in all of life. 

We sang of that earlier: 
“Fill thou my life, O Lord my God, in every part with praise,
that my whole being may proclaim thy being and thy ways.
Not for the lip of praise alone or e’en the praising heart,
I ask but for a life made up of praise in every part.”

And the Cadet hymn expresses this too:
“Living for Jesus a life that is true,
 Striving to please him in all that I do.”  

Obeying Jesus is not just for Sunday but for Monday and Saturday and every day.
It is not just for church but also for home and school and on the netball court and the soccer field and in playing with your friends. 

d. God wants all of us, to obey all his commands, in all of life, all the way to the end. He wants us to keep going and not give us. 

This applies especially to those of us who have been Christians a long time. Some of the believers in Galatia were getting tired. Paul wrote to them; “Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.” (Gal 6:9) Sometimes we get tired. Let’s not stop doing good. Let’s persevere to the end. Let’s be sure we keep going. 

e. God wants all of us to obey all his commands all the way to the end, and he wants us to do this with all our heart! Your obedience needs to be cheerful and willing and happy. 

If your mother asks you to set the table and you agree to do that but do it with a long face and much grumbling that is not the obedience she wants. 
And if your dad asks you to mow the lawns and you do that but reluctantly and with resentment in your heart that is not true obedience. 

So too in our obedience to God; it must come from our hearts and be willing and joyful. It must arise out of thanks to God for his love to us. 

The Cadet Pledge puts that well: “Thankful to God for his gifts to me, I pledge myself to be ready to serve….” The right motive for service is thankfulness. 

The Heidelberg Catechism explains the Ten Commandments in the third section, which is headed “Gratitude”. LD 32 says; “We do good…so that in all our living we may show that we are thankful to God for all he has done for us.” We are thankful to God for sending his Son into this world to die on the cross for our sins. 

That great sacrifice of Jesus is pictured in the Cadet Emblem seen on the flag and on your shirts. The three C’s for Calvinist Cadet Corps are shaped as a cross reminding us of the saving work of Jesus. This is why we want to keep his commands. “Jesus said; “If you love me you will keep my commandments.” Jesus has loved us; we love him in response, and we express that love by obeying him.

That again is well expressed in the Cadet Hymn:

Living for Jesus a life that is true,
Striving to please him in all that I do;
Yielding allegiance glad-hearted and free,
This is the pathway of blessing for me.

O Jesus Lord and Saviour, 
I give myself to thee,
For thou in thy atonement,
Didst give thy self for me.
I own no other master
My heart shall be thy throne;
My life I give henceforth to live
O Christ for thee alone.

Can you sing these words and mean them?

Amen 

